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HEN we look 'unto the 
Records of theages paſt, 
Sf to find our the greateſt 
& iR. if bleſitngs that God hath 
1 beſtowed -on this I LE 
Em wherein wee live, we-can- 

M7 SF 24 not bur acknowledge , 
RRP REz2 Ye | thatnext tothe Chriſtian 
RS EE 2 | Faith, the UJnion of the 
twoKmgdomes,under-one 
Head, doth by many degrees exceed all otherzhar 

fall inthe reckoning. Many praitiſes and # wr 
wereſert a-foot by © our Princes of old, to h this 
work: butall in vain did the plots of men ſtrive to 
croſſeor prevent the-counſell of God, who had re» 


Zerved forus andour fathers char fingular _— 


2 
to ſcethat Unionbegun neitherby abreach offaith, 
nor by bloud; buras the gift of God, to:Kll in our 
hands by the ordinarie gate which the Princes right 
ſets open unto all, and the generall and common in- 
tcreſt of both Nations , did heartily receive'and em- 
brace. With what ſucceſle this Union hath begun 
and continuedto this day, the peace and plenty wee 
havecnjoyedallthistime,can witneflein part,whiles 
all the reſt of Europe almoſt, round abour us , hath 
beena field of bloud and deſfolation. What appre- 
henſionthe enemies of ourReligion-hadat our peace- 
able conjundion, and with what eye of jcaloufie the 

neighbour States did look upon us,and envy our hap- 
pines, the Hiſtorie of theſe times can beare record. 
bur for thepreſent.,. in regard of what hath paſſed 
theſe many years bygone, and what we preſently feel 
and fear, we may truely confefle to our own guilt and 
great diſhonour , that ncither Scot/ayd nor England 
unto this day hath rightly underſtood or madeuſe of 
this rareblefling ofHeaven,forincreafing theirreſpe&t 
abroad,or ſecuring their ownſafetieat home; neither 
have the reformed Churches found that comfort 
and relief which they did expe from us in the day of 
their diſtreſſe , buton the contrary wee have been 
made, even againſt our wills, a broken recd,a rock of 
offence, anda ſhipwrack unto all that have ſought 
unto us for ſhelter from the ſtorme; and toour ſelves 
the oneNation againſt the other, a rod of correQion 
and jealoufte , inthe hands of a few wicked and un- 
godly men,men of ſeparation, who divide the Kipg 
from his people,and the people from their King ;and 


who raiſeup brethren againſtþbrethren, that they: in 
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the end might prey and makehayock ofall. mongft 
many that have been authors of theſe evils under 
which the two Kingdomes have for a long time 
groaned,and belike muſt cither now or never be diſ- 
burthened, none deſerve ſo juſtly to be challenged 
In thefirſt place as ſome amongſt you whocall them- 
{ſelves Churchmen, but have lefttheir ſtation to be- 
come ignorant and unhappy Stateſmen , who have 
made the Church and the Tencts thereof, an inſtru- 
ment of bondage totheſubje&, of libertieto them- 
ſclves,and of unjuſt uſurpation to the Pxince, whom 
wee had reaſon to feare long agoe, by your cx- 
ample,and whom we find named as the chief inftru- . 
mentand objec of your juſt feares of the change of 
Religion and government of Eſtate in the Kingdome 
of Eneland,inthat grave and ſolemneRemonſtrance 
that was made not many years ago, by the houſe of 
Commons,to the Kings Majeſtie,if that hath ſtopped 
them any way, your pulpits and pamphlets can bear 
witnes for them and the reſt of their crue fince thar 
time, yea how conſtant they are to theſe wretched 
ends, their attempts upon us.., and that. deep plot of. 
obtruding the ſeeds of all Popiſh ſuperſtition and ty- 
rannie, upon our Kirk, in the books of Common 
Prayer,and Canons , will be a ſtrong evidence for 
them how much they have deſerved of Rome, to 
make that Kirk which had departed fartheſt fronw. 

her,to be firſt inthe return, & exemplar unto others ; 

and how much more they may yet deſerve of them, 
and all theenemies of thoſe two Kingdomes, if they 
offer for aſacrifice ina bloudie Warre, theReligion 
and Liberties of both the _ , to — the - 
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(4) 
furie of their preſent diſappointineht;andprevent the 
ſhame oftheir deſeryed fall, 

Certainly rhe poſteritie wih hardly belceve ( as 
weewho have ſeen it cannot but wonder ) how it 
harh-come to paſſe, thar the Subje&ts of Scotland, 
( whoſe Union with England this day is knowne to 
be of greater force, for her affurance at home, and 
ſtrength abroad, than all the alliances, practifes , po= 
licies, conquefts your Princes have made from che 
beginning ) ſhould haveſolong petitioned their na- 
tivePrince reſiding amongſt you to do them Juftice, 
whereofhe is debtor to his people, androheartheir 
juſtcomplaints againſt rhe nſurparion of a few men, 
who were undermyning the profeſſed Religion and 
government ofthe State, and to fuffer them to live 
according totheir Lawes, and yet could never bee 
heard noran{wered in the point of their juſt deſires; 
far lefſe will they guefle whar hath been the ground 
of that merit and traft of one domincering Prelat in 
the affe&ion of the Prince,;that it ſhonld bemore for- 
cibleto diſlwade,than all the ſupplications and inter- 
ceflions of ſo ancient and faithful a Nation, who a- 
monefta[lthe Kingdomes of Ezrope have longeft 
continued and mainrained.in one Line the honour of 
the Royall Crowne, together with the preſervation 
of cheir own Liberties,ſbould have power to moove. 
Truly for our ſelves when wecall to mind what cou- 
rage and conftancie God harh given unto us {ſince 
the beginning of rheſe Tronbles ,ro frand for the 
maintenance of our Religion and Liberties, that wee 
havenot ſuffered our {elves to be drawne headlong 
unto the ſervicude of ſoules and bodies, from which 
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there had beennohope of Libertic for us or our po- 
ſteritic, and which in regard of our conjun@ion: with 
you under one King,had.becn a violent prejudice,and 
of dangerous:conſequence for your Liberties: when - 
they cometo: bee queſtioned in:their own time and 
place;andion the other part. when we remember what 
ſtrangeand-violent wayesweretaken. by our adver- 
faries-to keep fromthe Exe/iſhnationtheknowledge 
of our affaires, and what unjuſtand falſe aſperſions 
werelaid upon all our ations and intentions,to pro- 
vokeyoutobeadors of that revenge that was deter- 
mincdagainſt usby theinfolentadviceofſuch-, who 
now. governe his Majelties Counſels, and fettle their 
own ill acquired greatnes:by the oppreſhon:of his: 0: 
bedicnt. Subjedts:in their Religion: and: Liberties: in 
borh:Kingdomes, we-cannot bur. bleſfle God whoar- 
med. us with: an. invinicible- patience and reſolution 
toeſchew for our part,cotheuttermoſt of our power 
any Nationall breach: For yeemay remember-when 
contrary'to-our expetation;tusMajeſtyby allthe evil 
counſel lof rhoſe-men; did march rowards:us withan 
Armie,wenegle&ediallcourſes which mightadvyance 
onrhumane ſaferie,rarherthan- ſtart from any: jot. of 
ourobedience, or give any {eeming. diſtaſte; ro» our 
dearbrerhren:of Zxz/and,andirather adventuredthe 
ouine of our own-Countrey;rhan: indangered cheivs: 
Yeafurther:, whenwe'didwith-horrourand'amagne: 
ment. liear thoſe unexampled: Proclarnations: given 
outzagainſt whole: Nation; whowerenevertainted 
wirtrrhe1caſbrhoughrofdiſobediencetotheirPrince 
his juſt commands .. according'te:therule of their 
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there was nothing to be heard amongſt us but vowes: 
for his Majeſties proſperitie, and hearty deſires from 
all to ſpend theirbloud for the/encreaſe of his eſtate, 
and ſervice of his Crown,and who abhorred than to 
bereduced to that extremitie, as toarmethemſelves 
for their owndefence & preſervation. It will ſcarce- 
ly be beleeved by Scrangers,by what means two Na- 
tions ſo neartogether,' and (o ſtraitly tyed in all the 
bondsof goodwill and mutuall reſpect, where there 
was ſo littlecauſe ofeſpouſing theſ: quarrells, wher- 
innone of che Nations were concerned or wronged 
by the other in their own proper rights , ſhould bee 
brought to ſuch a poſture. and near ſo dangerous a 
rupture,that would not been caſfily (roſay no more) 
peecedupagain in our dayes ; but it wasthe work of 
God,and it ſhould be wonderfull in our eyes, who in 
the cariage of allthis greatbuſines, hath made every 
ſropp andlett,caſten inby theadverſary,a ſtep of ad- 
vancement,to the furthering ofhis cauſe , as is well 
knownand acknowledged by all whom G O D hath 
honoured to bethe leaſt inſtruments in this work, 
whoalſo madethis a ſingular meane to teſrifie our 
loyaltie, andthefinceritic ofour hearts, where wee 
preſented our humble and juſt deſires unto his Maje- 
{tie,and for the honour of the cauſe which wee main- 
tein,and the tender regard to the credit of our own 
Prince (although than armed againſt his own peo- 
ple )and for the brotherly reſpe& unto the Nobilitie, 
and others of ourneighbour Nation, intending no- 
thing, we beleeve,butto follow the King , although 
reallicſatiſfying theambition and bloud-thirſting re- 


venge of a miſerable Prelat, We labouredinthetrea- 
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tictogiveall ſatisfaRion on our part that could bere- 
quired of moſt loyall Subje&s, and ſenfibleof our 
Kings honour (our enemies being judges) evento 
our own apparant diſadvantage , for we delivered 
all places into his Majeſties hands , which were 
deſired , in teſtimonie of our obedience , and 
although they might have been in our hands, 
pledges of aſſurance for performance of theſe ar- 
ticles that were agreedto be granted in the follow- 
ing Aflembly, and Parliament; and now contrarie 
to our expecation are turned for engines of ter- 
rour, and fetters of ſlaveric to fruſtrate us from 
obtaining the benefit of that capitulation. Not- 
withſtanding of all breach of promiſe we cannot but 
profeſle according to our tender reſpe& to our 
Prince, wherein weare inwardly gricved for thediſ- 
honour that is done to his Majeſtic by the bad, inſtru- 
ments that are about him, that neither we were then 
over-reached, nor do we yet repent upon our part 
for that greattruſtand confidence we repoſed upon 
hisMajeſtie;zfor wedid then remember that wewere 
dealing with our Prince, with whom as we ſhould 
not ſtrivefor appurtenances, when the maine was 
granted, ſo we might reſt aſſured, that ifhee could 
not be brought in his own minde to judge arighrt 
bow farre hee had been miſled againſt us his own 
people, who had given ſuch an ample teſtimony 
of our truſt, and of rhe intereſt wee ſhould kave 
11 his favour above all other, but ſtill continue to 
purſue any advantages to our prejudices : wee did. 
not otherwiſe think but when ever he had a minde 
to breake, he could never want ill grounded pre-. 
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tences to alledge againſt us; and it was. firteſt for 
us rather to hazard the diſadvantage, and commir 
the fuccefle ro. God what ever prejudice we ſhould 
ſuffer ; for if the word of a King which ſhould be 
the oracle of truth to. his people, and the faith of 
promiſes and contrads under hand and feal, which 
is the ground-work of truſt in all humane ſociety, 
and is facred and inviolable amongſt Infidels and: 
Turks ; may not juſtly challenge for us the perfor- 
mance ofthe articles of the treatie upon his Maje- 
ſties part, then may wetruly think that nothing we 
could haveframed or deſired than, would have been 
for our ſafety of any avail unto us , as nothing 
had done us good or ſucceeded according to our 
mindein. all theſe things we have condeſcendediun- 
ro ( whereunto we were not oblidged by any duetic 
or refpe& whatſoever;otherwiſerthen rhat we might 
not be defrauded of the full and: reall performance 
of the articles of agreement )- but on the contrarie 
itdothevidently appear by: all that hath. paſt, that 
there hath been: no. defire nor meaning of peace in 
the hearts and minds of our adverſaries unto this 
day; for all the buſineſle of the capitulation' hath 
been taken by themas.a cloak to cover their more 
cunning and craftie defignes, hoping thereby to 
weakenus in time by their wicked policie, whom 
they could not then overcome by open force : ma- 
king us a ſhow to diſlolye all forces on either fide 
that they might lay the foundationof a more dure- 
able warre, by ſetting ſtrong Gariſons on the Bor- 
der, receiving theſtrong holds of the Kingdome 
to be keeped after tharcondition: they were ” be- 
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foretheſetroubles began, and preſently preparing 
them for neſts of violence to the chief parts of 
the Kingdome: Calling forth by his Majelties {et- 
tersa great number of our chief men under weak 


pretences of bufineſſe (when all the matters of the 


treatie had been ended with a few of that number) 
-unto Barwick, and when ſome of them came, keep- 
ing matters inthe clouds untull the reft were come, 
and ſending them back again like ftales to bring in 
their fellows , and when this did not hold , laying 


than plots deepand a farre off toemrapſome of our 


principall men,as God hath wonderfully diſcovered 
fiace, and will more and more to the confulion of 
rheſe who haye been aurhours and abetters to ſuch 
baſe aſſafinats, And which hath: been the maſter- 
piece of their ſubrill device - ſuffering the Aﬀembly 
ro goon anddetermine all matters of the Kirk that 
had been in queſtion, The Commiffioner in the 
Kings name conſenting toalthe aQts that paſſed, pro. - 
miling alſo to ratifie them all in the Parliament thac 
was preſently to follow, plotting hereby that what 
they gave with the one hand, they would take away 
withthe other; for this ſeeming of ſetling matters 
in the Aſſembly, and withholding the civill fanRion 
of the Parliament for their being and exiſtance inthe 
Common-wealth, as it would make them realte of 
noeffet, ſoit did gain a colour and pretext to that 
defignethey.did moſt intend: that the next rupture, 
ro which they were preparing, ſhould nor bee for 
matrers of Religion which wereall ſetled inthe A. 
ſembly, as they did alledge, but for other civill 
differences in the Common- wealth ; and truly in all 
B 2 appearance 
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appearance the matters of the Kirk were ſctled in 
that Aſſembly, with the conſent of the Commil- 
fioner, butthar wiſe men began to doubt of che ſin- 
ceritie of the work, when they found him by his af- 
ter-declarations and explanations digging a poſterne 
to eſcape and make way , for his after denyall of 
what had been concluded. Andinrtheſe tearms the 
Parliament did begin, and hath continued not to ſet- 
tle the affairs of the Kirk as was promiied, and 
was certainly expeted by us - but tobringina pre- 
cedent of ſervitude( which neither we nor our fa- 
thers wereacquainted with) and fo it hath been bro- 
ken off and adjourned, by his Majeſties own autho. 
ritie, without conſent of the Eſtates, which is dire&- 
iy againſt the laws and practiſes of this Kingdome, 
and contrary to thearticles of agreement: And al- 
though our predeceſſours took another courſe, yet 
we came onely with ſupplications and praycrs , and 
to ſhew our invincible obedience unto his Majeſtie, 
ſentup our Commiſſtoners to Loxdox, who were re- 
zeRed, and never ſeen nor heard, and yet. hoping 
with this unexampled patience to overcome the ma- 
lice of our adyerfaries, we ſend up again our Com- 
miſsioners with propoſitions that wereſo juſt as that 
they contained nothing bur what was before grant- 
ed unto us, under his Majeſties hand and ſeal, nor 
could receive any denyall from a pious and juſt 

Prince, as being all comprehended in this. And 

which had been the ſumme and ſubje& of all our 

ſupplications, proteſtations, informations, declara- 
tions, from the beginning, namely, that the funda- 
mcntall Jaws of the Kingdome, which had been vio- 
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lated, and the Religion which was manifeſtly in- 
fringed, might ina free Aſſembly and Parliament 
be again confirmed, andthe unworthy authours le- 
eally queſtioned, and which had been more expreſ- 
ly ſer down in the articles of pacification, that as 
there according tothe tenor of thearticles ofagree- 
ment, all matters civill were to be judged by Par- 
liaments, and all Eccleftaſticall matters by the aſ- 
ſembliesof the Kirk; And thatas the Aﬀſembly pro- 
miſed by his Majeftie had been granted and had con- 
cluded the differences of the Kirk, ſo his Majeſtic 
wouldnot delay or deny theconclufion of the Par- 
liament, for rarifying the ads ofthis Aſſembly, and 
ſertling other differences ofthe Common-wealth, as 
was fully agreed in that treatie at the Kings. camp, 
yet theſe propoſitions and deſires being ſo neceſlſa- 
rieand vitall unto this Kingdome could findeno ac- 
ceſle unto the ears of the gracious King, by reaſon 
ofthe powerfull diverſionof the Archbiſhop of Cazx- 
zerburie,and Deputie of Ireland, who( ſtrengthened 
with the high and mightie faCtion of Papilts near 
his Majeſtie ) onely fide in all matters of ſpiritu- 
all and temporall affairs, and makes the neceſlity of 
their ſervice to his Majeſtic appearin being the on- 
ly fitinſtruments (under the pretext of vindicating 
his Majeſties honour )to oppreſle both thejuſt liber- 
ties of his free Subjects, and the true reformed Reli- 
gion inall his Kingdomes. In which deviliſh deſigne, 
we have great cauſe to ſay they are far advanced, if - 
the granting of a free Aſſembly. and Parliament to 
us at this time, which hath been the ground of all 
our juſt deſires from the beginning, and the conclu- 
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ſion of thetreatiethis laſt year, astheonely mean to 
cure all the evils of Kirk and State, and ſertie 
the peace and welfare of both Kingdomes Prove 
intheend, as it appeareththis day, likethe Councel 
of Trent tothe Chriſtian Kirk, which was appoint- 
ed for reforming the abuſes thereof, yet through the 
ambition and covetouſnefle of Kirk-men, and the 
miſerable jealouſies ofthe Princes.of the time, who 
minded moretheir private end and intereſtthen the 
cauſeof Chriſt and his Kirk, was found in effe& the 
active engine and inſtrument to eſtabliſh and ſettle 
the tyrannic ofche Pope and his Clergie: wherefore 
the greater and morelively are our apprehenſions of 
danger atthis time, thatall theſe crooked and croſſe 
plots, interchecking one another, in denying a Par- 
liamenttous, whereit was promiſed upon.the ho- 
nour ofa King, and for the {afcticofrwo ſuch nati- 
ons ; in granting titunto you, where it was not ex- 
petted, forthe reaſons that all wiſemencannot bur 
remember; and inforcing one upon 1reland, where 
none is deſired:Givingout commiſſions to deſtroy us 
before we can apprehend any other or new guilti- 
nefſe, butthat we havebeen conſtant furers for the 
concluſion of the Parliament, and the fulfilling of 
the articles of the treatie, raiſing our Parliament 
contrary tothe laws, and the exprefle articles of the 
agreement ; inforcing Gariſons upon us, thatthey 
might force us to aneceflary denyall of ſuch unrea- 
ſonable demands, and_.to a neceffiry to provide for 
our ſelves; that all theſe, we know, are done and 
deviſed topicka quarrell, and tobe the ground ofa 
falſe and a wyre-drawn remonſtrance againft = 
al 
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and now by the particular inſtigation of theſemen 
we namedbefore, a mightiearmie is preparing,and 
an utter ruine threatned to- our religionandcoun- 
trey.Lelt in-regard of theſe pretniſles, our filence in ſo 
neceflary atimeſhould argue a neglect of our duty to 
Godand our King , the fafety and honour of our 
Countrey, the peaceand welfare of both: the Nati- 
ons,what ſo neerly trenches tothe prejudiceand ha- 
zardof alitheſe,cannot be longer forborne 3 There- 
fore we proteſle before. the Chriſtianworld, and to 
our dear brethrenin Exgland,cſpecially the repreſen- 
tative Body of the Kingdome, now happily convci- 
nedin both the Houſes of Parliament, whomit moſt 
concernes, that wee cannot otherwiſe judge and e- 
ſteem,butthar all theſeCounſels that have beengiven 
of lareby theſe intemperat Counſellors, whodire& 
thecourſcofall affaires, donot onely proceed from 
ſuch perſonsas to ſervetheir own ends under colour 
ofadvancing his Majeſties prerogative, doe weaken 
Royall power,andbring the Kingdomesuntocontu- 
ſion; bur that they truly are firſt hammered in Spain 
andin the Conclave , and putinto the hand of their 
cunning artiſans among you , whohave ever been a 
viperous brood;whict-withtooth and.naile, -have al- 
fayedto rentthe bowels of their ownmother. , yea 
whoneverſooner learned toobeytheRomanChurch 
as their mother, but aſloone they acknowledged the 
Catholick King for their father, anditheir own King 
foran uſurper, if they think him to-be an/Heretick- 
Sothat weare per{waded that neither the invincible 
Armado of theeighty eight , nor the Gun:powder 
plot,norany other Royall Navie fromthence , like 

unto.: 
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unto that which camethe other year upon your coaſt, 
(the which yee had the more reaſon toſufped that it 
came ſounlooked for and at fo unſeaſonablea time) 
needs to beattempted any more for theruine of this 
Ile, but onely that they be carcfull (as we doubr not 
they are) that the fire of this civil watre which 
hath been ſolong ſmoaking may bee once kindled, 
and thatthey be ready under-hand to adde fewcll ro 
the flame, wherein they will not be wanting, eſpe - 
cially where every thing is ſo ncar that can furniſh 
matter, and all is far offthat can help to extinguiſh 
the ſame, when it is oncebegunne; yea, which is 
worſe for us all, when itis apparant, thatit cannot 
be ſettled without great hazard even of them that 
may ſcemtooyercome in the end : And although 
that we may juſtly ſuſpect that this calling of you to. 
gctherat this time by their ſuggeſtion, who have 
raiſedthis fire of civil diſcord in this famous Ifle 
without your conſent or advice, bee rather to per- 
Iwade youto bring oyle then water to quenchrhe 
flame, ſo that in the heat of theſe broyles you may 
be induced to contribute to the overthrow of your 
beſt friends, while they avenge themſelves of their 
enemies: Notwithſtanding of thi*, we hope that ir 

willnotbe diſpleaſant unto all good men intheſe 

honourable aſſemblies of both houſes, that we with 
greatjoy ofheart and freedome of ſpirit profeſſeand 
declare, as we dothis day, that all our obligations 
and mutuall aſſurances of love and brotherly kind- 

eſſearcſonearly twiſted and joyned together with 
you in all dueties toward Godand man, Princeand 


people,thart we cannot but havethe ſame oy and 
ocs 
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Kingdomes ſafety, unto the pleviis ofmenin a voy- 
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foes, either in thedefence of our common ſafety a- 
gainit forraigne foes, or in the maintenance of our 
{everall rights againſt inward and homebred un- 
derminers. who are moredangerous, except wee 
would depart from the onely firme ruleof our own 
ſafety and preſervation. And therefore ſince in re- 
gard of the ſituation of this whole Ifle, and the Uni- 
onunder one Head, we. arcall, as it were, one houſe, 
if it fall we ſhall beallburied in the ruines, wee are 
all embarqued in one ſhip, if it periſhor ſplic upon 
the rocks of diviſion, hardly can we eſcape: Suffer 
usto rejoyce with you in the midſt ofthis ſtorme, 


for this firſt ſunne-ſhine of comfort and good hope | 


that we ſee you who are the true Pilots, brought to 
the helme: Andgive us leave toconure you for 
the intereſt we have in the common adventure of 
theterich goods, our peace, our liberties, our Reli- 
g10n, whichareall inone hold, that ye abandon not 
the ſhip of the Common-wealth in this tempeſt, al- 
though it did belong to you to_have been called 
wheathe ſeaſon was more calme; & yet let itbe the 
true ground of your comfort and encouragment,that 
when theskie was clear, you have forewarned our 
great Maſter, of theclouds that were gathering, and 
although the windes were inviſible then to moſt, yet 


.to many of your houſe of Commons, and others al- 


ſoofallranks ; they that did blow then to gather 
theſe clouds together, were well known, and from 
what coaſt they came, and many humble deſires and 


earneſt ſutes have been madeby you to his gracious 


Majeſtie, that he would not abandon his own and the 


age 
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agefull of dangerous and fearfull ſtraits, inthe con- 
du of which, they had nothing but their own am- 
bition and privatgaine, for compaſleand ſail. And 
who havethruſt both Prince and people out of the 
fafe harbour of the quiet cahne unto this preſent 
ſtorme, wherein they are to make profit of both our 
ſhipwrack, ifinthis ſtrait it were notallowed tothe 
meancſt paſfenger to give warning of the imminent 
danger, we notwithſtanding of our place and intereſt 
in your welfare might hold our peace : but fince 
wehavebcen inthe firſt watch, and have endured 
the firſt and greateſt torment of this ſtorme, while 
you have beenat reſt z for your aſſurance that wee 
cannot abandon you, or leave you alone on your 
ture, when youareſo near to give tryall of your 
courageand —_—_— may perceive by what hath 
paſſed, that no Aſſembly. nor Parliament, no rotten 
cable, and ſlipping anchor of Articles and agree- 
ment, whereunto we had faſtened our hopes, can be 
any road and harbour of ſafety.unto us, ſo long as 
both our enemies fit at the helme and governe all 
courfes that are 19 be followed amongſt you. There- 
fore before we come-toadvite what are in our judge- 
ment the moſt fitting meansfor removing of theevils 
ofus both,giveus leaveto touch in paſſing what wee 
apprehend have been the maine concurrent cauſes to 
bring you by degrecs from that hight of happineffe, 
wherein ſometime ye were glorious in the ſight of 
Europe, to this gulf of miſeric and abafemenr where- 
in yehaye fallen, and drawneus by example and imi- 
cation, thatinthis ſad repreſentment, as ina dark 
ſhade, the glorious light of your appearing day _ 
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bemore comfortable and refreſhing unto us both, 
which is the heartie wiſh and afſured hope of your | 
dear brethren in Scotland , becauſe of the ſenſible 
feeling of that great mercy of God upon themſelves, 
who have been farther in the tranſgreſſion, and at 
alower ebbe in minde and ſpirit, then ye can well 
imagine before their troubles beganne; therefore 
becauſe our evils are not of yeſterday, andcould not 
have overflowed the face of this Ile on aſudden, let 
us ſearch upunto the well head and period of time, 
where and when they began firſt to ſpring andariſc, 
when we left to fear others by reaſon of our Union, 
then beganne wee to haveneed to look for evill from 
our {elves : the {ubcile enemies of this Iſle knowing 
that what was not to bee attempted by open force, 
wasto be undertaken and purſued by cunning and 
ſecret practiſes, took the advantage of the humours 
ofmen,following commonly thenatureand the con- 
ditions of the times,did make the ſurfets and eaſe of 
peace more dangerous tothe life of the Eſtate, then 
the ſtraits and hazards of warre had been before,diſ- 
poſing the ſubje&s toeaſe and layerie, and inuring 
the Princeto follow their appetite and the rules of 
uacontrolled power:then begannethe publick wayes 
ofhonour and reputation to be unfrequented: then 
_ theuſeof Parliaments which is the ſtay and ſtrength 
of your Kingdome ts beſuſpe&ted, and ſo theſe eyes 
andeares ofthe Prince and People, the great Coun- 
cell of the Land did make way peece and pecce to 
thedark paſſages of the corner 4; a Cabinet, where 
flatterie, malice, envy and partialitie amongſt few 
hands diſguiſes with falſe , - ms without _ 
2 rr 
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trollall that comes in their handling, and makes the 
pcople miſerable,8: the Prince infortunat, ſince they 
have gotten footing , Parliaments have been called 
not to caſe the grievances of the ſubject, but to ſupply 
the neceſſities of the Frince , and ſo whereas they 
ſhould have helped to cure, they have increaſed the 
diſcaſes of the Eſtate : and becauſe therecan beno e- 
vill humour in the body that can maſter your skill, if 
you pleaſeto apply fitting remedics, and w hat have 
been formerly in practiſe, therefore you aremade to 
diſagreeamonglt your ſelvesabout the method of the 
curc,and when you begin to incline to an agreement, 
your conſultationsarec broken off, and ſo by theſe 
meanes the Common- wealth languiſheth without 
hope of relicf, the Princes miſtakes , and the Peoples 
griefand burthens doe equally increaſe , and every 
breach of a Parliament begets a new grievance and 
maladjg tothe People, ſo much themore dangerous 
and deadly,that the Authors of theſe abuſes ( when 
you uic not your courage and conſtancie to maintain 
that power and place which your Predeceſlors have 
put in your hands, and whereof the poſterity will 
call youtoaccompt , asaright of cntaile and their 
proper inheritance which cannot be weakened in 
your hands without your cternall infamie, and their 
endleſle loſle ) beginneto deſpiſe you, and take cou- 
ragetoundermine and blow up the foundation of 
your once well ſettled Eſtare: bringing you in con- 
tempt with the people, for the guard of whoſe Li. 
berties you haveſo long continued , and in hatred 
with the Prince,for whoſe honour and ſafetie it hath 


2lwayes been, that none about him ſhould be more 
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powerfull nor theLawes,and nearer him inplaceand 
affection, then you whoſe Counſells could not be 
corrupted by ends: theſe are they who bringing you 
once tomind your own things, and tobe carelefle of 
the publick, have teached the Princes, that all the 
rjghrs and libertics of the Subject, and the maintai- 
nance ofthem,are doales of grace, and gifts of meere 
fayour proceeding from the Prince, (and not the true 
birth-right ofthe Subject , which they may trucly 
challenge) which are to be continued or changed as 
their Princes ſhall think fit: who have teached Prin- 
ces to uſe that maxime in a free Kingdome to wrong 
ends : Parliaments are in their power to beginne, 
continue, and break them off, as they find the truit of 
them good or bad, ſoarethey to have their being,or 
not to beat all: thusthey havedone what is inthem 
to make the Royall authority, which ſhould belike a 
Sunnebeame ſhining for the comfort and light of 0- 
thers, turne to a Comet and blazing ſtar, a matter of 
wonder and admiration for the time ;.and aprogno- 
- ſtick of worſe things to follow. Truely. the prero- 
gative of the Prince, which hath been keeped invene- 
ration, and as a ſecretuntouched amongſt the wiſeſt 
Princes and thebeſt times ; which is that which the 
Lawes have given him above- all private men, 
for the common ſafctie of us all, and cannot be uſed 
ro another end,but for our good, had nor ſuffered ſo 
much in it ſelf,and loſt of its proper luſtre, by theoft 
and common handling thereof,to the manifeſt preju- 
dice of the Subjc&s right, and thereall weakening of 
the true Royall power, had it not falne in ſome of 
your Cleargics hand, who to the ſtaine of the Kirk 
C3 and 
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and the bane of the Common- wealth, have ſubje&ed 
all men,and all Lawes, to the appetite of the Prince; 
of whom they havethe abſolute rule , that ſo under 
that goodly viſour ofhis Royall power , they may 
accompliſh at laſt that great deſtgne of the change 
of the Religion and government of the Eſtate which 
they have to long aimed at : whereof they cannor 
faile inthis happieconjunture,whereall things pro- 
miſes them good ſucceſle. A Princeenraged againſt 
his ownnative people, by their procurement, who 
will notbe per{waded that they are good Subjetts to 
him,becauſethey are avowed enemies to them, who 
have beenthedeſtroyers of their Religion, and the 
troublers of the peace of the Kirk , to whom ir is ne- 
ceſſary that he forget that he is their naturall Prince, 
while heremembers thar hee is adyanced tobe the 
Monarch of the wholelle, and with whom of necel- 
ſiticheis obliged rocontinuethis quarrell,;that under 
the pretext of their rebellion, hemay have leiſure to 
arme,and make theone Kingdome a ſcourge to the 
other, while in the end they both become {laves, 
whichifthey refaſe, hee cannoteſchew of force to 
bring inſtrangers,anduſeſuch other power as God 
hath pur in his hands ( by thedoctrine of theſegood = 
divines) to the eſtabliſhing of the boundlefle go- 
vernment whereatthey aime, ſo by thejoint helpof 
the Papiſt, whoare a ſtrong faiton amongſt you of 
late , andof others, whom they call good ſubjects, 

and arethe greateſt number, who while they are g0- 

ing on n any courſe to help themſelves, cannot think 
they are accomptableto God or man for any wrong 
they aredoing to others, theſe alſo concurring who 

are 


(2T) 
are ofgreat number and ofno {mal forcein any ſtate, 
who are contentto wear fetters themſelyes, ſo they 
may be of gold,and they havethe making of them, 
or help thereunto for others, all theſe meeting ro- 
gether, they cannot miſleto effecuattheir deſignes, 
and theſeare they who look at this timeto undo us, 
and hope aſfſuredly to work you to their. ends, 
And for this effect, as it appears, are yecalled toge- 
ther after ſo many breaches and breaking up of Par- 
liaments in England, whereby his Majeſtie had been 
deprived of the faithfull counſels and free aides of 
his people heretofore,and the preſſures and grievan- 
ces ofthe Subjects daily more and more increaſed 
without hope of relief, that all men ( who laoked 
yponthetrain of aftairs, and marked what undue 
courſeshad beentaken of late, thatthere ſhould bee 
no need of their meeting, and how thenumber and 
highe of offenders is increaſed, for whoſe ſafety 
it 1s not that. Parliaments come in place and requelt 
again ) may juſtly marvellto-ſeethis day, andinall 
liklihood conjeRure that eitherthis Parliament will- 
prove the- happieſt that ever was in this lile far the 
goodand peace of the Kingdomes, or elſe & which 
God forbid) will become the fatall ingine and axet- 
tree inourenemies hard. for the overthrow: of Kirk 
and State,turning our doubts unto. deſpairs, and aur 
fears into a certainty of confuſion. Whereforethe 
mereneedbave-all good men- who lovethetruch of 
Religion, the honour of the King,, the ſafertie of the 
Kingdomes inſoneceſſarieandperillous a time, to 
beinftape with God by faſting and prayer, that: as- 
the beginung of your meeting together is. the 
| | ſubje&: 
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ſubjc of all mens fears and hopes, good,or bad, 


ſothe cloſe may be in fruitand memorie, thejoy of 


the preſcnt age, and the bleſling of poſteritie, where- 
of there is no ſmall ground of hope at this time zfor 
if that ſpirit of wiſedome, courage, and true zeale 
for the good of Religion and ſafetyof King & King- 
domes do but beginas in former time to appear in 
your Counſels, who knoweth what recompence 
God is preparing for your often diſappointments in 
that kinde - the which we arc moved the rather to 
beleeve and expc&, that the powerfullhand of God 
hath forcibly led them who have been the authours 
of your evils, and a&tours in the miſchiefintended a- 
gainſt us; againſt their will to call for your aſſiſtance 
to oppreſle us: and ſurely wee think that what Arr 
caninyent, and malice can do, will not be wanting 
( even amoneſt ſome of your number ) ro movethe 
reſt to conſider aright of all the advantages of the 
time, and reconceal the. differences that are among(t 
themſelves and labour to ſeek the caſe of your 
own burthens when you may have them at an caſte 
rate with ſmall expenſe and paines, toencreaſe ours, 
and many ſpecious pretences will be offered, to hide 
the bad intentions of a few , and the ill conſe- 
quences of their privat defignes againſt the publick 
quiet of the Kingdomes, but certainly a thick cloud 
ofpreudices and miſrepreſentations of all our bufi- 
neſſes moſt aſſuredly be caſten before youreyes, and 
oreat muſt that darknes be, before fo wiſe,ſo adviſed 
a Judicatorie of all the choice wits in that Kingdome 
condeſcend to that reſolution which in effe& carrieth 


withit, infurchering the overthrow of our Religion 
| an 
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and Liberties, and inthe buriall thercof to beginne 
and digg a tomb for your own to follow , and to 
makethe end ofthis Parliament a meane that there 
ſhould never be need of any hereafter. But wee ex- 
pet ( Right Honourable) better things of you, and 
{ſuch as belong properly to the happineſle of this 
time, for theglory of God in the advancement of 
his truth, for the honour of the King in puniſhing of 
the wicked,for the welfare of the Kingdomes, that 
in our UJnionthey may be cruſhed, who in our divi- 
{ton have builded their hopes, and made this warre 
with your brethren, the Trojan horſe to bring in all 
theſe calamities, which a Civill warre will undoub- 
redly inforceupon this Ile,and we are certainly per- 


| {waded that the ſingular wiſedome and juſtice of 


your Honourable Court, which can have no other 
end inall their Councel),but the ſervice of his Maje- 
ſty,and the ſafetic of his Kingdomes ( which cannot 
be ſeparatein any conſideration whatſoever ) will 
judge otherwiſe of the ſtate of our affairs,and affoord 
us better meaſure then we have found as yerat the 
hands of theſe men, who as they have beene the Au- 
thors of our evill , and of that corruption that was 
creeping in,in Kirk and State, ſo have both you and 
we ſuffered much more by them, and have greater 
reaſon to compiain of the inconvenience and mil. 
chic of the remedie that they have applyed ſince, 
then of the diſeaſcirt ſelf : In vain doethey think to 
cover their wicked deſignes with the bare pretext of 
their zealeand affetionto his Majeſties greatnes and 
dignity,ſeeing it tends tothe ruine and deſtruion of 
his faithfull Subjects , whole riches is his treaſure, 
D | whoſe 
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whoſe quiet is is glory, whoſe hearts and affcQions 
archis ſtrong gariſonsthat cannot be overcome, and 
whoſe proſperity is the happines of his Crown; and 
miſerableand wretched axethe efte&s of that power, 
which produceth nothing but weaknes to the Þrince, 
and calamitietg his Subjecs,and inyaindo we expc& 
that God will blefle in our age what he hath curſed 
inall ages before. Let us look untothe Records of 
former ages,and we ſhall ever find, that there is nor 
any thing that doth ſo much moyethe wrath ofGod, 
asto ſee his worſhip and Churches profaned, and 
tofallinto the hands of theſe who have ſold them- 
ſelyesto the world, and arc devouted tothe Tempo- 
rall ſeryiceof the Princes whereever it hath been pra- 
Giled, it is a certain demonſtration ofthe alteration 
and ehangeof an Eſtate,and of their miſeries and dif- 
grace who abuſe ic licentiouſly,their affaires alwayes 
declining evenunto their end. Weneed not put you 
in mind of the ſturres and hot conteſts of your beſt 


Princes, and of greatelt ſpirit, with your Archbi-. 


ſhops at home,to keep down that Papacicthey clay- 
medto themſelves amongſt you, and ro ſuffer them 
to be Kings belide them, which could not be granted, 
but attheir diſcretion: they that look tothe dangers 
of this time,and who they are that be the Authors of 
_ thismiſchief intended,may eaſily perceive;that ifall 
the Subjes of thetwo Kingdomes could be moved 
ro undergoe that burthen the Biſhop of Canterburie 
and his followers-would put upon us, and could bee 
erſwaded in conſcience , that we were bound too- 
ey theſe ſpirituall fathers in all their commands, we 
{hould ſoone ſee they would alledge ſome other 
ground 
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ground for their aſpiring greatnes, then the zealeof * 


his. Majefties fervice and honour: and the Princes that 
areto follow would find,thatall their paines was for 
_ themſelves, andtoeſtablifh theirown tyranny over - 
Princeand People. Or,arethereany ſo ignorant and 
wilfully blind to think , that all chat fpight and 
malice they carry to the Cavenant of Scattazd, is, 
becauſe that it hath weakened the Kings power,and 
made his Majeftie appeare fa in the fight of his ene- 
mies? If this weretrue, then would the Popeand the 
King of Spazze give many millions that the like were 
in E-glazudand 1reland: they necd not diffemble, we 
know whercit pricks them. they feethe hand af God 
in it againſt their unjuſt ufurpation and worldly 
pomp.,and they fear,thar as they have found it a wall 
of braſſeto the Subjetts of Scotland againſt the fury 
of their malice, whenthey could haveno proteQtion, 
neither in their Iaws nar intheir Prince,in whoſe fa- 
ving favour they may claim ſpeciall intereſt , fo ir 
we prove by example dangerous to them elfwhere, 
andat once put anend to all thefeplotsand defignes 
they haveto overthrow the reformed Religion: And 
this is the caufe they charge it and us with many 
crimes, to plant the hatred of us and that cauſe in 
the hearts of others, which is already ingraven in 
cheirs;z but we are afſured the equitie, juſtice, and 
wiſedome of your Court will be fo romthioking 
this a ſufficient ground of quarrel! betwixt the 
two Nations, becauſe wedemand to enjoy the be. 
nefit of our laws, and the exerciſe of our Religion ; 
ifthis bee a cauſe that any of your Nation ſhould 
come to afſaite us, or any part of the power _ that 
2 ing- 
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Kingdome ſhould be imployed to that uſe, you 
would not havetakenir in ill part or think wehad 
done you wrong, ifthe like courſe had been taken 


. by us when there were any conteſts and diſpute- 


betwixt his Majeſtie and you in your Parliaments 
forthe rights of the Subje& - Bur as we have al- 
wayes withed you good ſucceſſe unto your Parlia- 
ments, ſocan we not think that the paines we have 
taken to maintaine our own rights, can be grievan- 
ccs unto you, or ofcvillexampleto weaken your e- 
ſtate, or move you to deſtroy us. Princes when 
thcy are miſled by evill counſell, may eaſily begin 
warre at their pleaſure z but ſincethe Subjce&s bloud 
muſt determine the controyerſie, it were neceſlarie 
thatthey who have ſo great a partof the hazard, 
ſhould alſo know their quarrell, And fince civill 
warreand homebreddiviſton, as inwar. diſcaſes are 
more hard to cure then theſe that are without, wee 
are tyed in all reſpetsto ſeek to prevent them be- 
forethey come. And whercas by all that hath paſ- 
ſed, we may perceivethat theſe who are chief ators 
intheſetroubles, ſeek by allmeans to haveus engag- 
ed,the more ſhould our care bee to preſerve our 
ſelves by their diſappointment , and by a ſeaſonable 
remeid, provide for the ſafetie of our ſelves and po- 
ſteritie, The readieſt meane for thepreſent that can 
come inourconſiderationis this , that as when the 
treatic of the Union was intended , but did not take 
effe&, the two Parltaments did fit, and did appoint 


their Commiſſioners to treat thereanent ( with ex-- 


preſle reſervation of their own Lawes and Liberties) 
and to report their proceedings back againeto them 


that 
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that ſent them ; ſo now when the two Nations are 
ready to be plunged in a bloudy warre, to the over- 
throw of the Libertics of bot. Our ſoules defireis, 
- thathis Myjeſtie would be pleaſed roappoint the like 
orany other meane whereby the Parliaments may 
ſit freely, and without feareof force , and by their 

Commiſſioners appointtimeand place , where by 
their ſcanning the equitie or iaquitie of our demands 
may be fully weighed, that we may no longet ſuffer 
by falſe and artificiallrelations , but they bee notur- 
ly knowne as they are,and their fraud and hypocrifte 
diſcovered ( ifthere beany) for wee ſhunne no tryall 
whichis not inconſiſtent witha free and independent 
Kingdome , and which the Kingdome of England 
would chooſe in the like caſe of the quarrclling of 
their Lawes and Liberties , the King being reſidence 
amongſt us; for which end if his Majeſties forces 
may be diſcharged,and his further Levies ſuſpended, 
we will moſt gladly disband , and leave off any that 
weare preparing for our own neceſlary and juſt de- 
fence, which otherwiſe we cannot doe wit hout our 
ownapparant ruine, neither can the Parliament fit 
withany ſecuritic in cither Kingdome, if they ſee a 
ſword drawne over their heads, and this we know 
the Parliament of England in their wiſedome will 
think very reaſonable,and theleaſt that can be gran- 
ted , and willjoyne with-us in this perition for their 
own clearing before God and the world , that they 
have not taken in hand toſubdue us by armes, before 
they haveconvinced us and made knowne to all true 
Chriſtians and honeſt men,for what cauſe, and upon 
how great reaſon, 
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If this be denyed us, as what may wentotexpett in 
this kinde, bur that the condud of this affair will 
beanſwerable to the firſt undertaking: And as this 
plot hath beenſet on foot for the benefit of ſtran- 
ers, ſo it will bee continued to the weakening, of 
both the Kingdomes, the overthrow of our Religi- 
on, and civill liberties, to the uttermoſt of their 
power. Sowe ( that the cloſe of rhis diſcourſe 
may bring in a ſhort view all thathath been touched 
before ) cannot but beginne with this, that ir is juſt 
with God to make us feele the ſad effets of ciyill 
diſcord, who have not made the right uſe of onr 
long enjoyed peace, and that we fuffer inthe danger 
and hazard of the cure, who have ſo tong by our 
tollerance and permiſſion ftrengrhened that ill hu- 
mour, which is now ready tg maſter the life both 
of Kirk and State. Youare called together who are 
the greatphyſicians of thar State, it isnor unfitting 
for the preſent occafion to put you in minde of an 
old talethat belongerh anto your Art: Philotimus 
a phyſician in Greece, made this anſwerto one who 
offered his finger to dreſfe, by whoſe face, look and 
breath,he knew he had an impoftumein his lungs, My 
friend ( ſaith he) itis no fit time to baſte your ſelf a- 
bout yournailes: Thetime was not long fince when 
the greateſt queſtion was, whether the bill of tun- 
nageand poundage, orthebillof the Subjes righe 
ſhould be firſt moved in your. Honfe; the times are 
far changed, the caſe much altered, before youjudge 
of any matters now, or condemne others ; you catt- - 
not but Iooke whether your ſelves be free, and what 
right you have, for if themaintenanceofour Religi- 
| ON, 
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on, and the liberties ofche Kingdome, be aground 
ofa quarrell betwixt two Nations that are ſonear- 
ly joyned, andif it bee judged ſointhat honourable 
Courr, we cannot ſee how you cancondemne us and 
acquityour ſelves: For if it was your glorieto bee 
the faithfull guardians of the Subjects right, itcan- 
not but blemiſh your reputation to be found now the 
overthrowers of your brethrens libertics, If all this 
motion of a warre with Scotland, were truly percei. 
ved tobeaconception of Spain or Roze, we do not 
doubt but for your own imereſt you would be care- 
full co ſtranglethis monſter in the very firſt birth ; 
bur if youtake it for a ready meanctoeaſle your own 
diſtrelled eſtate, and that by wronging us you can 
better your cond:tion. And although we know the 
conductofyour counlells kad ever more honourable 
and honeſt grounds, yet let us take it as it may bee 
propounded to you: canthe benefittharis offered to 
you, counervail your loſſe? Wee need not bring it 
nearer,the exampleis but of yeſterday,and cannot be 
out of your fight. All the Proviaces and Princes of 
France, eayyed thegood cſtate of the Proteſtants, 
the privilcdges of their chambers, and the benefite 
ofthe edits they enjoyed, every one did outrunne 
another to contribute to their ruine, and to endeer 
themſelves by ſodoing, totheſe whohad the manag- 
ing of all theſe affairs; with what ſucceſle, they 
know this day, and all that looks upon them , ſees 
what defence they have left themſelves againſt the 
regiments ofthe guards. We write not this as doubt. 
ing your wiſedome andcircumſpeRion in a bulineſle 
of this nature, that ſo near concerns your — 
Ince. 
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ſince the malice of our adverſaries hath prevailed 
ſo farreupon our gracious King, that he forgets the 
affliction of his people, whiles he gives way unto 
their endlefſe malice ;who ſecks by all means to cur 
aſunder that knot of our obedience, whereby wee 
are tyed inconfcience of our duety to his Majeſtie, 
to the obſervance of thelaws ; and which is the ſure 
foundation of his Majeſties greatnelle, and the Uni- 
on ofthe Kingdomes, and which hath holden faſt- 
azainſt all the violence oftimein ſomany ages paſt, 
and againſt the force of all adverſaries whatſoever 
ro the royall Crowne, the which the more wee la- 
bour to preſerve, and fence, the more they ſecke to 
undoe, and to put inthe place thereof a chaine of 
violence and force. 

We beſecch youtherefore, right honourable and 
dear brethren, now conveened in both houſes of Par- 
liamenr, that according to your place and ſtation, 
you will hear from our ſelves the true repreſentati- 
on of our preſſing grievances and becauſea link of 
that chain cannot but approach you alſo, if it take 
hold on us: we intreat you to divertin time our gra- 
ciousKing from running headlong unto thoſe violent 
courſes, which cannot but producein the end lamen- 
table effe&ts both for Prince and people. And fince 
we have juſt cauſe of fear, that what hath been be- 
gun without your conſent, will alſo be followed con- 
trary to youradviſe,although werthink nothing more 
properly doth belong unto the juſtice of that high 
Court thea to provide, that they who have been 
drawers of his Majeſtie to this aCtion, {o dangerous 


for himſelf, and ſo deſperate for the - Kingdomes, 
| : ; ſhould 
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ſhouldnotpaſſcaway unqueſtioned andunpuniſheds 
And nothing could be further from our expectation 
then that the councel of Zzzland ſhould concludea 
warre. againſt _ us, upon the relation of one man 
( brought upon the 1tage of purpoſetoaRtrhar ma- 
licious part } withour your conſent - whereby iris 
apparant, that theſe our adverſaries have come ta 
that hight of jnſoleacie, to ler all the Subjects ſee 
that they have - taken to themſelves a libertie ta 
throw down the laws of the Kingdome, and laid a 
neceſhitie upon us his Majeſties own people, as it 
were to chaoſe their leafure and attend unc:ll 
they have power, and come and worke our 
overthrow by ſea-and. land, and that without a 
Warning going before - So now we underſtand 
thar a reſtraint is put upon our Commithoners; 
Some of them being pur in the hands of Sheriffes, 
ſome of Juſtices. of peace at; London ,. Contra- 
ry to. our cxpeRtatioa , for who expeRing this 
would cither hayeſend or gone inthat Commiſſion: 
Contrary to the Law of Nations;for we are two di- 
yerſe Nations and Kingdomes , and they were ſent 
from a Parliament promiſed and called by bis Ma- 
jeſtic, and warranted by his Majeſtic, to repaire to 
his preſence,and to ſhew thereaſons of our demands, 
_ Cantrary {to the very foundation of our. preſent 
Treatic; fora Committee wasappointed legally by 
theauthoritie of the Parliament, and neceſſarily, for 
keeping correſpondence with our Commiſſioners, 
and to receive from them his Majeſtics anſwers, 
(that. we wonder any man ſhould be ſo abſurd as to 
duggeſt co his Majeſtic,thatiris anunlayvfull orpre- 

: a ſumptious 
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ſumptuous Committee,or that they havetkakenupon 


themthegovernment of the Towne of Edinburgh) 
And that for a longtime palt, no word or writ com- 
meth from them,and weareputout of hope to heare 
fromthemhereafter ;' That wee'can neither know 
whether thete was atty want in their propoſitions 
and reaſons, or whether there was any thing to bee 
Tupplyed by us for a full ſatiffaQion, and contrary 
to x deſerviogs of our Commiſſioners: for nothing 
Is pretended to have eſcaped them which might have 
deſerved this captivitie- And as forthe preſent con- 
dition of ſafetic of the Earle of Southert, and Sir 
Lewes Stewart at Edinbureh,it can benotrueground 
thereof; his Majeſtic being fully informed by their 
own Letters, how that harmeleſle accident of their 
ſurprizall came on a ſ{uddain by the unexpe&ed fol. 
lie and raſhnefle of the Governour of the Caſtle, 
threatning preſently upon their diſpatch , to dif- 
charge all his Ordinanceagainſt the Town: And ro 
ring ( as hewas pleaſed to ſpeak ) an uncouth peale 
of bells in their cares,and ( we may truely adde ) by 
their own precipitation, and too great haſteto ſpeed 
themſelves to the Ports for eſcaping the common 
danger '; The multitude not without their owne 
_ ,conceived that the arrefting of them might 
eadefencerothemſelves, or at leaſt a delay of the 
Governours furie. But no ſooner were they arre- 
Red by the People, but they were reſcued by order 
from the Magiſtrat,and courteouſly uſed by ſuch of 
the Nobilitie and Gentrie as wereinthe Town. Since 
rhat time no violence hath beene done againſt them, 
Hutthey haveof their ownaccord,and om __—_ 
I EPs argiie 
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fafetie ſtayedin the Town, with ſuch libertieas they 
think meetto uſetorepairto theſtreets,kirks,gardens 
or whether they wil. And'in what equitie canaparti- 
culartumult ofſome fewCommons in oneCity,reflex 
upon the perſons of theCommiſhoners,ſent fromthe 
whole Parliament for the whole Nation. 
- ..Butat thewriting hereof we areadvertiſed , that 
the matter draweth a greater deep,and thatthe Lord 
Lowdownis committed tothe Towre , not upon the 
{ballow pretext of ſafetie to any arreſted heere ,. but 
upon his own guilcines, his hand and ſubſcription be- 
ing found at a Letter direRted to the French King 
from certain Earles and Lords of Scotland, for im- 
ploring his aſſiſtance to their courſes : This'by our 
adverſaries andſuch as had decreed our deſtruction 
before, is already exaggerat and raiſed to a moun- 
raine, not onely to fall upon the Lord. Lowdown and 
others whoſe hands are foundinit,but thatal former 
friends and al indifferent perſons may ſtumblearour 
Cauſe, as hereby evidenced tobe nothing leſle for- 
ſooththen Religion: Butthe Honourable Houſes of 
Parliament , whoare acquainted with the defignes 
and malice of our enemies, and to whom our innocen- 
cic intimes paſt cannart altogether. beunknowne, are 
more graveand wiſethen upon the hearing or ſeeing 
of ſucha Letter , to.precipitatein judgment againſt 
us and our Nation, before ve be heard, For their ſa. 
riſfaction;and for yindicating ourſelves, wearecon- 
ſtrained againſt ourheartsin this our Remonſtrance, 
to remember and repre{entthe words of that unex- 
empled Proclamationgivenat York April25. 1639+ 
oherwiſe never tohaye been reſerced,, but buried in | 
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filence,andin ſtudied ſenſelcſnes,and which we dog 
not attributetorthe Majeltic of our King, but to the 
baſecruclticof our barbarous enemies. The word 
arethuis : 

Wee are forced to havereconrſe to amore ſharp and 
quick way, tocure theirohſtinacie and rebellion by the 
ſword of Juſtice: And therefore in that caſe we age pro- 
claimeall ſuch as ſhall reject this our free and gracious 

ardon,and dves not returne before the ſaids eight dayes, 
#0 that civill and duetiful obedience yo bee from thencea 
forth open rebels and traitonrs tous,our Crown and dig- 
witie,and declare all thrir lands and poſſeſszons , goods 
andgeir,to be forfeited to us, and our Crown, and that 
wee ſhall d;ſpoſe of their lands, poſſeſsions, goods and 
geir $0 our well de ro_ ſubjeits, Noblemen, Gentlte 
men,end others who ſhall adhere to as, and obey onr juſt 
commands. Andtothis purpoſe wee diſcharge all vaſ. 
ſals and tennantsto any rebells, from making payment 
ro them of any of their rents,dueties,or caſualities, and 
yequirethemto _ the ſame in their hands , the one 
halfe whereof ſhall 6ee keeped for ouruſe, the other halfe 
for them ſelves :- nndfing alfa.to the tennants of the 
ſaids rebells,who ſhall leavetheir Matters, and uſsi|t us 
30 the maintenance of vor authoritie, good teirmes of 
yeares inthe eſtates they poſſeſſe, with the diminution of 
the third at leaſt ,ifnot more, of the tucties they pay, s 
wee ſhall findethani todteſerve by their gootſerviceiand 
readie obedience tou: Andto the vaſſals of ſuch ſuperi. 
onrs as ave rebels, that they ſhall betsrme our imotrediat 
#ennants and vaſſals, ant het dtheer linds and poſſefs- 
075 of 145, and that for payment of the third part Yeſſe Une- 
He hens comamdintheir preſent Charters, 'and they 
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_ preſently pay to their ſuperiour ; providing they adhexe 
p64 HY eird fogall ſoperiours , hut leave 
them, and concerre with us for maintenance of our au- 
thoritie. And ifihe ſuperiour be loyall, and the vaſſals 
and tennantsrefuſethis our Grace,andtoadhere to us,or 
to.concurre withthe ſaid ſuperionr inour ſervice.we de- 
laxeit ſhall be leaſume for the ſaid ſuperionr to expell 
the ſaid vaſſals and tennants thus rebellious , forth of 
theirtands.and paſoSmn ten what ſhall accreſſe to us 
by theforfeiture of their lands & paſſeſsions, we freely diſe 
ponege7 totally reſigneit totheloyal ſuperiour promiſing 
#0 concurre and aſsiſt him for efſeFuatins —_ 
Andfurtherweediſcharge all debtours who are addeb= 
ted ſurmesof money to any of the ſaids rebels, to. make 
$4yment tothem of the y di of money addebied to 
thems, or any part thereof; aſſuring our good ſubjetts, 
that they ſhall have retribution out ofthe ſame muneyes- 
. 4 wee ſhall findthem todeſerve;, - and ſoforth as. 
-followeth. 00 He IPODS]. 
Although before this'time wee had heard from 
our ' Countrey-men abroad. , that - other States, 
Princes and Nations, did wonder much that-their 
ears being filled with! informations. againitus,,. no- 
thing had: come fromus toimake-known-unto-them 
our cauſe,orour caſe &:condition- yet ſtill hopingsc 
patiently waicing for agracious an{wertoourmany- 
humble ſupplications, wee did -abſtaine. But/ our - 
-hopes beirig extingaiſhed by that-uncxpetet] decla- 
ration , 'as wee took 'our ſwords :in.onr famnds-at 
home forour. juſt defence; ſowe were thinking to. 
ſend ſome ihformations and! petitions abroad, efpe- 
cially ITY ——— 
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hath eſcaped us, that can ccither' procure the indig? 
"nation bf our own King, or wilt be found contrary 
'totheduety and loyaltieofgood Subjets. And that 
no lefle could have been ſaid: by any Nation, in fo 
great extreamitie: yet this was butan imperfe& mo- 
tion, which died inthebud amongſt our ſelyes, and 
never did riſe to that ripeneſle to be ſeen of others. 
When we wereſo ſore threatned, and when execu- 
tion was coming upon us by a terrible armie, it muſt 
be laid toour chargeas a faultinexpiable, and our 
Commiſſioners puniſhed for it, that wee dared 
ſo much as to intend to cry- to others to in- 
terceed for us, when our own ſupplications could 
not be heard :: Poore ſouls, we muſt be beaten, and 
neither reſiſt, nor complaine - It is therefore our 
earneſt deſire that every: eye that ſceth thar in- 
nocent Letter, may with theſame view lookupon 
the Proclamation given out at that time, and com- 
parethem together: And withall, wee deſire tobee 
informed what weſhall doin the like exigence now 
when armies arecoming againſt us; ifir be notlaws- 
fullfor us both tocry to God and to men to help 
us, and'to interceed with our King for us. That Ler- 
'ter was written. before his 'Majeſties coming tothe 
-Camp, and was tiot concealed by our Noblemen, 
butmadeknowneto ſome of prime qualitie there: 
If there had beenia purpoſe inthe hearts of our ene- 
mies, that the. articles of pacification ſhould have 
been obſerved, this Letter,alchough irhad been ſent, 
andall other quarrels of rhis kinde, had been by a 
| law of oblivionforbidden to'appear- It could not 
have beenaground ofcalling the ſubſcribersto _ 
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rell them after the pacification;butthe wicked Syco- 
phant and delatour would have been found in the 
tranſgreſsion, and made thefacrifice. And that there 
beno more doubtin the minde of any good man, we 
have here, upon our faith & honour ſet down theve- 
ry words of our inſtruftions ſubſcribed at that time, 
and yet extant, which were'not given, but wereto be 
giventorthe carricr, and unto the which. the Let» 
ter it {elf doth refcrre-; +. | Res 
 Tarepreſent the auncient, and ſtrait league betwixt 
the two Kingdomes of France, aud Scotland, often re. 
newed,and ever inviolably keeped, for many hundrcth 
efyeares, whereby both Nations, have frequently upon 
the diſtreſſe ofthe one. found the benefit of that mutuall 
amitie , by readie ſuccour and aſsiſtance of the othey, 
which hath ever been crownedwith ſucceſſe,and acknow- 
edged by interchange of National kindnes,as the Chra« 
nicles of both -K ingdomes and diverſe publick ATsex- 
tant inthe Records doe teſtifie- * 
To: ſhew that our intentions are nowayes againſt Mo 


' narchicall governement, but that wee are moſt loyallie 


diſpoſed toward our ſacred Spueraigne whoſe perſon and 
authority we wil maintaine with our lifes and fortunes: 
But that al our deſires reaches no further then the preſer- 
wation of our Religion, and Liberty of Church and King- 
dom eeftabliſtedty the pres ptut ions theredf. 

That the calumnies vented againſs.us by our enemies 
for their own ends.make noimpreſsion, becauſe they are 
moſt manifeſt untruthes, maliciouſly forged toftirrethe 


envy and diſconteutment of neighbour Princes, Eſtates 


& nations againft us: Whereas, our whole thoghts,words 
actions & proceedings; are moſt legall & lojall, - the 
wh —_ carer, 
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bearer can parti cnlarly inſtru & makeclear at length, 

That ſeeing wee have many times ſupplicat his Mas 
jeſtie,and have not prevailed, therefore to intreate the 
King of France , to interceede and mediat with our S9- 
wveraignetolay down his CArmics uutended andraiſed 
againſt us , and to ſuffer this his ancient and native 
Kingdomse.to enjoy her Religion, and Liberties,3n peace 
and freedome under his Majeſties authoritie, albeit wee 
be not d:ff:dent of Gods aſsiſt ance, whenſoever wee ſhall 
be neceſsitat to oxr own defence, which is approven both 
by the Law of Gold, Nature,and Nations. 

Our enemies, who catch all pretexts againſt us,may 
have enough heere wherewith to pleaſe themſelves. 
Bur when tharigrave & greatCouncell ſhall conſider, 
that the Letter was never fenr , and nothing from 
France or athomeſhall ever be found that can prove 
theſcnding of it abroad, thatir was intended upon 
the hearing of ſo harſh a Proclamation, and before 
the pacification, whercinit ought to have been buri- 
ed, and that it was accompanied with ſuch InſtruQi- 
ons, as none but malice it ſelf can cenſure ; for no 
threats from Zngl2nd, nor preparations inview, can 
caſt us upon refoluttons of intertaining for- 
raigne contoederations , inſuchſort as may ſet upa 
partition wall betwixttherwo Kingdomes: There- 


fore wee truſt they ſhall finde' no more ground of 


pleaſing ourenemies, and of grieving us in this , then 

100ur other proceedings , which wee carneſtly defire 

to be unparr:ally examined by them. | 

| Now againſt this high and extreame inſolencie 
of our adverfaries , which ſwellerh -every day to 

_ a greater 'bignefle and exulceration-, _ and - - 
rea 
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break out impetuouſly ar theirpleaſure. Although 
in obedience to the Law of GOD and nature, 
wee be thinking upon our preparations for ſafe. 
tie and defence, and for obtaining our often pre- 
ſented humble andjuſt deſires , yet nothing but ex- 
treameneceſlitie which hath no Law,ſhall enforce us 
to-go beyond the bounds of petitionand defence,and 
when that extreamitie ſhall come, ( which God in 
his mercie to both Kingdomes prevent) we.truſt our 
cariage ſhall refute the flanders and reproaches of 
our enemies : that weare not ſecking our ſelves and 
our own ends ; but withthe aſſiſtance of all in Zng- 
lend , who tender their own happines and ours, to 
petition his Majeſtie the more powerfully, for recei- 
ving rightinformation, and for ſubmitting both all 
differences, and all thoſe wicked counſellors, who 
have ſhaken the foundations of the KirkzState, and 
the Kings Throne, unto the judgment and cenſure of 
a free Parliament, by which we hopethe Goſpellof 
Chriſt ſhall be enlarged, both the Kingdomes fred 
from danger, andour dread Soveraigne made 1nore 
greatandglorious , then any of his Predeceſlors; 


which,as it is the end,ſo it is the unfeigned prayers 
ofusall. 
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